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GOD’s Love TO MANKIND. Mamnifefled by di/proving 
has Abfolute Decree for ther Damnation. 


[Continued from Vol. I. page 569.) 


HIRDLY, Abfolute Reprobation is contrary to the 
ufe and end of GOD's gifts beftowed upon men, 
which gifts are of two forts : 

1. Gifts of nature, our creation, prefervation, together 
with health, ftrength, beauty, and wifdom. ° 

2. Gifts of grace, which have a more immediate relation 
to everlafting life, and are.means either of purchafing {al- 
vation or of applying it. 

Means of purchafing it, are, the coming of Chrift into 
the world, and the facrificing himfelf on the crofs. 

Means of applying it, are the miniftry of the word, and 
facraments, the long-fuffering of GOD, the enlightening of 
men’s underftandings, and the plantation of many excellent 
virtues in their hearts, 

Now of thefe endowments of nature and grace, what 
the true ufe and end is, the feripture doth plainly and parti- 
cularly fhew. 

Firh, for the gifts of nature, they are beftowed upon all 
that have them, for the encouraging and enabling of them to 
ferve GOD and fave their fouls. For Ads xiy. 16, 17. 
the apoftle faith, that God (even in thofe times in which he 
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54 THE ABSOLUTE DECREE 


fuffered the gentiles to walk in theirown ways, and with- 
held from them the light of his holy word) did give unto the 
people of the world, rain from heaven and fruitful feafons, fil- 
ling ther hearts with food and gladne/s ; and in fo doing 
he left not himfelf among them without witne/s. This im- 
plieth, that he gave them thefe good things, that he might 
make himfelf known unto them, and fo draw them to glorify 
him according to the knowledge which they had of him. 

Ads xvii. 26, 27, the apoftle faith direétly, that men 
are made and placed in this world, and appointed to their 
feveral times and dwellings, that they might feck and find 
GOD: that is, that they might ferve him and fave their fouls, 
For what is it to feek GOD, but to ferve him? and what 
is it to find GOD, but to enjoy his face and favour here and 
in heaven? So Pro/per ; ‘ Look of what ufe the law and 
** the prophets were to the J/raelites ; of the fame ufe were the 
“ gifts of creation and providence to the gentiles.” GOD 
never intended to deal with the gentiles, as the foul-mouth’d 
Manichees faid he dealt with the Jews; to feed and fat 
them up with outward bleflings, as fo many {wine with hufks 
and acorns, but to draw them up by thefe to an expeétati« 
on of better things, and a careful endeavoyr to pleafe GOD, 
that fo they might obtain them. 

The end of all creatures, and of all created gifts beftow- 
ed upon man, is fubordinate to the end of man. Man's 
end is to glorify GOD upon earth, and enjoy him in hea- 
ven ;-and the end of thofe gifts is to direét and encourage 
man to attain that excellent end to which his Creator had 
appointed him. 

The gifts of grace, likewife, are given to all that enjoy 
them, for the fame ufe and end. 

For, firft, Chrift came into the world, not that he might 
he a rock of offence, at which the greater part of men 
fhould ftumble and fall; but to fhed his blood, and there- 
by purchafe falyation for all mankind; not only for thofe 
who are faved, but for thafe alfo who through their wilful 
unbelief and impenitency are not fayed; as we may fee, 
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John iii. 17. GOD fent his Son into the world, not to 

condemn the world, but that the world through him might be 

faved.’ In which words the end of liis coming 1s fet down, 
9 1. Negatively ; xot to condemn the world. 

2. Affirmatively ; but that the world through him might 
be faved. 

The like fpeech we have in John xii. 47. f came not 
to judge the world, but to fave it. Thefe negations joined 
with affirmations, fhew, that the falvation of all men was 
the only end of Chrift’s coming ; no other end was proper 
ly intended by it but this. The Son of man came to feek and 
to fave that which was lof, Luke xix. 10. There- 
fore he came to fave every man; for every man was loft, 
And Ads iii. 26. To you, faith St: Peter, hath GOD ent 
his Son Fefus, to blefs you, in turning every one of you from 
your iniguities. Every one of you—you that rejeét him, as 
well as you that receive him. The end, then, of Chrifl’s 
coming into the world, was the falvation of all and every 
man therein. ® 

2. The miniftry of the word and facraments is given al- 
fo for the fame end, and is, in its proper ufe, an inftrament 
of conveying the fpirit of regeneration to thofe that hve un- 
der it, and to all thofe. 

‘Better proofs for this I cannot have, than thofe which 
our reverend divines at Dort gathered to my hand. J/:. 
lix. 21. Thes 1s my covenant with them, faith the Lord : My 
Spirtt that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in 
thy mouth, fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy feed, or feed's feed, for ever. From thefe 
words it appeareth, that the word and Spirit are joined in 
the miniftry of the word with an infeparable band, by the 
promife of GOD. Hence it is that the minifters of the 
New Teftament are called, miniflers, not of the letter, but 
of the Spirit; not of the letter that killeth, but of the Spirit 
that giveth hfe, 2 Cor. iit. 6. And the miniftry of the gof- 
pel is called, the minifiry of the Spirit, in the fame place, 
ver. 8. Hence alfo is the gofpel called, grace that bringeth 
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falvation, Tit. ii. 11. and the word of reconciliation; 2 Cor. 
Vv. 19. 

To thefe let me add, 1 Pet. i. 23. where the word is cal- 
led the feed of the new birth: and @ Cor. v. 20. where mi- 
nifters are called embaffadors for Chrift, to befeech men to be 
reconciled to GOD. ‘They are fo called to fhew, that -the 
word preached is, by GOD’s appointment, an inflrument 
to make men new creatures ; and that the proper matter of 
minifters’ errands is, reconciliation with GOD ; and the na- 
tural fruit of it is, in GOD’s intent, not the obduration 
and deftru@tion, but the converfion and falvation of men. 
The fame authors, out of Join xv. 22. If I had not come 
and fpoken unto them, they Should not have had fin, do fay it 
is evident, that Chrift in his preaching did adminifler fo 
much inward grace as was fufficient to convince thofe that 
reje&ted the gofpel, of pofitive unbelief, and render them 
obnoxious to juft punifhment: and, by good confequence, 
fo much as fufficed, by their good hufbandry, to have con- 
verted and faved them: for that grace leaveth none without 
excufe, which is not fufficient to convert them, 

I will conclude what they fay of this gracious intention of 
GOD in the miniftry of the word, with that fpeech of Pro/- 
per, cited by them: “ They that fay, that all thofe to whom 
“ the gofpel is preached, even thofe that obey not the gofpel, 
** are.not called to grace, they fay an untruth.” GOD dooked 
for grapes, fays the text, Ifa. v.2. What doth this im- 
ply, but that it was GOD’s principal aim, in the hufbandry 
which he beftowed upon the church of Ifrael, that it fhould 
bring forth good fruit, though in the event it did not? How 
often would I have gathered you? faith Chiift to Jerufalem, 
Matt. xxi. 37. Thefe things have I /poken, that ye might 
be faved: but ye will not come unto me, that ye might have 
life, John v. 54. 40. In thofe words intimating no lefs 
than this, that it was his full intent, by his preaching, to 
gather and to fave thofe very men, that in the end were 
not gathered nor faved, through their contempt or negleci 
of his miniftry. 

A SERMON 
[Continued to Page 105.] 
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SERMON XIV. 


On 1 Pever itis 3, 43° 


Wrbofe.adorning let it not be that outward adormiig of ——weai's 
tng of gold, or of putting on of apparel. 

But Let it.be the hidden man of the hearis in that which is not 
_corruptible, even ihe ornament of a meek and quict fpirit, 
which is in, the fight off GOD of great price. 


t.. S; Paul exhorts all thofe who defire to.b¢ transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, and to prove what is that 
good, and acceptable,and perfec? will of GOD, Not to be conformed 
to this world, Indeed this exhortation relates more directly to 
the wifdom of the world, which in all its branches is foolifnefs 
with GOD; and to the /pirit of the world, which is totally 
oppofite tohis good, and acceptable, and perfec will. But it 
likewife has a reference, even to the manners and auffoms of 
thé World, which naturally flow from its wifdom and {pirit, 
and are exactly fuitable thereto. And it was not beneath the 
wifdom of GOD, to give us punctual dire€tions in this re~ 
{pee alfo. 
2. Some of thefe, particularly that in the text, defcend 
even tothe apparel of Chriftians. And both this text and the 
parallel one of St. Pau/, are as exprefs as poffible. St. Paul’s 
words are [1 Tim. ii. 9, 10.) J will, that women adorn them- 
elves in modeft apparel; not with gold, or pearls, or coffly 
array: but (which becometh women profeffing godline/s ) with 
good works. 

3- Butis it not itrange, fay fome, that the all-wife Spirit of 
GOD thould condefcend totake notice of fuch trifles as thefe ? 
To.take notice of fuch infignificant trifles? Things of fo lit- 
tle moment? Or rather of none at all? For what does it 
fignify,:provided we take care of the Soul, what the Body 
is covered with? Whether infilk or fackcloth? What harm 
can there be, in the wearing of gold, or filver, or precious 
{tones? Or any other of thofe beautiful things, with which 
GOD.has fo amply provided us? May we not apply to this, 
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what $t. Paul has obferved on another occafion, That every 
creature of GOD ss good, and nothing to be rejected? 

4. Itis certain that many who fincerely fear GOD, have 
cordially embraced this opinion. And their practice is {uita- 
ble thereto: they make no fcruple of conformity to the world, 
by putting on, as often as occafion offers, either gold, or 
pearls, or coftly apparel. And indeed they are not well 
pleafed with thofe who think it their duty to reject them: 
the ufing of which they apprehend to be one branch of 
Chriftian liberty. Yea, fome have gone confiderably farther: 
even fo far, as to make it a point, to bring thofe who had 
refrained from them for fome time, to make ute of them 
again: afluring them, that it was mere fuperftition to think 
there was any harm in them. Nay, farther ftill, a very 
re{pectable perfon has faid in exprefs terms, “I do not defire 
that any who dre/s plain, fhould.be in our Society.” It is 
therefore certainly worth our while, to confider this matter 
thoroughly : ferioufly to enquire, Whether there is any harm 
in the putting on of gold, or jewels, or coftly apparel? 

5- But before we enter on the fubject, let it be obferved, 
That flovenlinefs is no part of Religion: that neither this, 
nor any text of Scripture, condemns neatnefs of apparel: 
certainly this is a Duty, not a fin: * Cleanlinefs is indeed 
next to Godlinets.” Agreeably to this, good Mr. Herbert 
advifes every one that fears GOD, 


«« Let thy mind’s fweetnefs have its operation 
Upon thy perfon, clothes, and habitation.” 


And furely every one fhould attend to this, if he would not 
have the good that is in him, evil fpoken of. 

6. Another miftake with regard to apparel, has been com- 
mon in the religious world. It has been fuppofed by fome, 
that there ought to be no difference at all in the apparel of 
Chriftians. But neither thefe texts, nor any other in the 
Book of GOD, teach any fuch thing, or direct that the drefs 
of the Maiter or Miftrefs thould be nothing different from 
that of their fervants. There may undoubtedly be a mode- 
rate 
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rate difference of apparel, between perfons of different fta- 
tions. And where the eye is fingle, this will eafily be ad- 
jufted by the rules of Chriftian Prudence. 

7. What is then the meaning of thefe Scriptures? What 
is it which they forbid? They manifeftly forbid ordinary 
Chriftians, thofe in the lower or middle ranks of life, to. be 
adorned with gold, or pearls, or coftly apparel. But why? 
What harm is there herein? This deferves our ferious con- 
fideration. But it is highly expedient, or rather abfolutely 
neceflary for all who would confider it to any purpofe, as 
far as is poflible, to diveft themfelves of all prejudice, and 
to ftand open to conviction: is it not necefiary likewile ia 
the higheft degree, that they fhould earneftly befeech the 
Father of lighis, that “ by his holy infpiration they may 
think the things that are right, and by his merciful guide 
ance perform the fame?” ‘Then they will not fay, no, not 
in their hearts (as I fear too many have done) what the fa- 
mous Jew faid to the Chriftian, Now perfuadebis, etiamft per- 
fuaferis, * Thou fhalt not perfuade me, though thou hafk 
perfuaded me.” 

8. The queftion is, What harm does it do, to adorn our- 
felves with gold, or pearls, or coftly array, fuppofe we can _ 
afford it? ‘That is, fuppofe it dees not hurt or impoverifh 
our families? The firft harm it does is, It engenders 
Pride, and where it is already, increafes it. "Whoever nar- 
rowly obferves what pafles in his own heart, will eafily dif- 
cern this. Nothing is more natural than to think ourfelves 
better, becaufe we are drefled in better clothes. And it is 
f{carce poflible for a man to wear. coftly apparel, without, 
in fome meafure, valuing himfelf upon it. One of the oid 
Heathens was fo well apprifed of this, that when he had a 
ipite to a poor man, and had a mind to turn his head, he 
made him a prefent of a fuit of fine clothes. 


Eutrapelus, cuicung; nocere velebat, 


Veftime uta dabat pretiofa. * 
He 


* LEutrapelus made prefents of fplendid garments to thofe, 
whom he wifhed to hurt or corrupt. 
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He could not then but imagine himfelf to be as much better, 
as he was finer than his neighbour. And how many thou- 
fands, not only Lords and Gentlemen in England, but ho- 
neft Tradefmen, argue the fame way? Inferring the fupe- 
rior value of their perfons from the value of their clothes? 

9. * But may not one man be as proud though clad in 
fackcloth, as another is, though clid in cloth of gold?” 
As this argument meets us at every turn, and is fuppofed to 
be unanfwerable, it will be worth while to anfwer it once 
for ali, and to fhew the utter emptinefs of it. May not 
then one clad in fackcloth, you afk, be as proud, as he that 
is clad in cloth of gold?” I anfwer, Certainly he may: I 
fuppofe no one doubts of it. And what inference can you 
draw from this? Take a parallel cafe. One man that drinks 
a cup of wholefome wine may be as fick as another that 
drinks poifon, But does this prove that the poifon has no 
more tendency to hurt a man than the wine? Or does it 
excufe any man for taking, what has a natural tendency to 
make him fick? Now to apply. Experience fhews that 
fine clothes have a natural tendency to make a man fick of. 
pride. Plain clothes have not. Although it is true, you 
may be fick of pride in thefe alfo, yet they have no natural 
tendency, either to caufe or increafe this ficknefs. There- 
fore let all that defire to be clothed with Humility, abftain 
from that poifon. 

10. Secondly, The wearing gay or coftly apparel natu. 
rally tends to breed and to increafe Vanity. By Vanity I here 
mean the Love and Defire of being admired and praifed. 
Every one of you that is fond of Drefs, has a witnefs of this 
in your own bofom. Whether you will confefs it before 
man or no, you are convinced of this before GOD. You 
know in your hearts, it is with a view to be admired that 
you thus adorn yourfelves: and that you would not be at 
the pains, were none to fee you, but GOD and his holy an- 
gels. Now the more you indulge this foolith defire, the 
more it grows upon you. You have vanity enough by na- 
ture; but by thus indulging it, you increafe it a hundred- 
fold. O ftop! Aim at pleafing GOD alone, and all thefe 
Ornaments wil! drop off, 

11. Thirdly, 
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11. Thirdly, The wearing of gay and coftly Apparel, 
naturally tends to beget Anger, and every turbulent and un 
eafy Paflion. And it is on this very account, that the Apx {ile 
places this Outward Adorning in direct oppolition to the 
crnament of a meck and quiet fpirit. How rem arkably docs 


he add, Whict is in the fight of GOD of great price: 


Than gold and pearls more precious far, 
And brighter than the morning-ftar. 


None can eafily conceive, unlefs himfelf were to make the 
fad experiment, the contraricty there is between that Out- 
ward Adorning, and this inward quietneft of fpirit. You 
never can thoroughly enjoy this, while you are fond of the 


other. It isonly while you fit loofe to that outward adorn- 
ing, that you can in patience poffejs your foul. Then only 
ven you have caft off your fondnefs for drefs, will the 
peace of GOD reign in your hearts. 

12. Fourthly, Gay and coftly apparel di iredtly tends to 


w! 


create and inflame Luft. I was in doubt whether to name 
this brutal appetite: or, in order to fpare delicate ears, to 
exprefs it by fome gentle circumlocution: (like the Dean, 
who fome years ago, told his audience at MW’ hite-Hall, « If 
you do not repent, you will go to a place, which I have 
too much manners to name before this good « mpany.”) 

Sut I think it beft to fpeak out: fince the more the word 
{hocks your cars, the more it may arm your heart. The 
fact is plain and undeniable: it has this cffect both on th 
wearer and the beholder. To the former, our clegant Poet 
Cowley, addreiles thofe fine lines: ; 


* Th’ adorning thee with fo much art 
Is but a barbarous fkill: 
"Tis like the poifoning of a dart, 


Too apt be fore to kill 


That is (to exprefs the matte 


colouring) * You poifon the 


bafe appetit 
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know, this would be the natural confequence of yoyr elegant 
wlorning? To puth the queftion home, did you not defire, did 
you not defign it fhould ? And yet all the time, how did you 


«¢ Set to public view 
A fpecious face of innocence and virtue ?” 


Meanwhile you do not yourfelf efcape the fnare which you 
fpread for others. The dart recoils, and you are infected 
with the fame poifon with which you infected them. You 
kindle a flame, which at the fame time confumes both your- 
felf and your admirers. And it is well, if it does not plunge 
both you and them into the flames of hell. 

13. Fifthly, The wearing coftly array is dire€tly oppofite 
to the being adorned with good works. Nothing can be more 
evident than this: for the more you lay out on your own 
apparel, the lefs you have left to clothe the naked, to feed 
the hungry, to lodge the ftrangers, to relieve thofe that 
are fick and in prifon, and to leffen the numberlefs afflicti- 
ons to which we are expofed in this vale of tears. And 
here is no room for the evafion ufed before, “* I may be as 
bumble in cloth of gold, as in fackcloth.” If you could be 
23 humble, when you chufe coftly, as when you chufe plain 
apparel (which I flatly deny) yet you could not be as dene- 
jicent, as plenteous in good works. Every thilling which 
you fave from your own apparel, you may expend in cloth- 
ing the naked: and in relieving the various neceffities of the 
poor, whom ye have always with you. ‘Therefore every fhil- 
ling which you neediefsly fpend on your apparel, is in ef- 
feét ftolen from GOD and ‘the poor. And how many pre- 
cious opportunities of doing good have you defrauded your- 
felf of? How often have you difabled yourfelf from doing 
good, by purchafing what you did not want? For what end 
did you buy thefe ornaments? To plea ule GOD? No; but 
to pleafe your own fancy, or to gain the admiration and 
applaufe of thofe that were no wifer than yourfelf. How 
much good might you have done with that money? And 
what an irrep rable jofs have you fultained by not doing it? 


rf 
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if it be true that the day is at hand, when every man fall 
receive his own reward, according to his own labour! 

14. I pray confider this well. Perhaps you have not feen 
it in this light before. When you are laying out that mo- 
ney in coftly apparel, which you could have otherwife {par- 
ed for the poor, you thereby deprive them of what GOD, the 
Proprietor of all, had lodged in your hands for their ufe. 
If {6, what you put upon yourfelf, you are, in effect, tear- 
ing from the back of the naked; as the coftly and delicate 
food which you eat, you are fnatching from the mouth of 
the hungry. For mercy, for pity, for Chriit’s fake, for the 
honour of his gofpel, ftay your hand. Do not throw this 
money away. Do not lay out on Nothing, yea, worle than 
Nothing, what may clothe your poor, naked, fhivering fel- 
low-creature ! 

15. Many years ago, when I was at Oxford, in a cold 
winter’s day a young maid (one of thofe we kept at fchool) 
called upon me. I faid, You feem half ftarved. Have you 
nothing to cover you but that thin linen gown? ‘ She faid, 
«© Sir, this is all I have.” I put my hand in my pocket; 
but found I had fcarce any money left, having juit paid a- 
way what I had. It immediately ftruck me, Will not thy 
Mafter fay, ‘© Well done, good and faithful Steward! 
Thou haft adorned thy walls with the money which might 
have fcreened this poor creature from the cold!” O Juttice ! 
O Mercy! Are not thefe pictures the blood of this poor 
maid! See thy expenfive apparel in the fame light: thy 
Gown, Hat, Head-drefs! Every thing about thee which 
coit more than Chriftian Duty required thee to lay out, is 
the blood of the poor! O be wife for the time to come! 
Be more merciful! More faithful to GOD and man! More 
abundantly adsrned (like men and women profefling godli- 
nefs) with good works. 

16. It is true, great allowance is to be made for thofe 
who have never been warned of thefe things, and perhaps 
do not know, that there is a word in the Bible, which for- 
bids coftly apparel. But what is That to You? You have 
been warned over and over; yea, in the plaineft manner 


p oflible. 
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poffible. And what have you profited thereby? Do not you 
ftill drefs juft like other people of the fame fortune? Is not 
your Drefs, as gay, as expenfive as theirs, who never had 
any fuch warning? As expenfive as it would have been, if 
you had never heard a word faid about it? O how will yor 
anfwer this, when you and I {land together at the judg- 
ment-feat of Chrift! Nay, have not many of you grown 
finer as faft as you have grown richer? As you increaf€@ in 
fubftance, have you not increafed in Drefs? Witnets the 
profufion of ribbands, gauze, or linen about your heads! 
What have you profited then by bearing the reproach of 
Chrift? By being called Methodifts? Are you not as fathi« 
onably dreft as others of your rank that are no Methodifts ? 
Do you afk, “ But may we not as well buy fafhionable 
things as unfafhionable 2” Tanfwer, Not if they give you 
a bold, immodeft look (as thofe huge hats, bonnets, head- 
drefies do.) And not if they coft more. “ But I can af 
ford it?” O lay afide for ever that idle, nonfenfical word ! 
No Chriftian can afford to wafte any part of the fubftance 
which GOD has intrufted him with. How long are you to 
ftay here? May not you to-morrow, perhaps to-night, be 
fummoned to arife and go hence, in order to give an ac- 
count of this and all your talents to the Judge of quick and 
dead ? 

17. How then can it be, that after fo many warnings, 
you perfift in the fame folly? Is it not hence? There are 
ftill among you, fome that neither profit themfelves by all 
they hear, nor are willing that others fhould: and thefe, if 
any of you are almoft perfuaded to drefs as Chriftians, tea- 
fon, and rally, and laugh you out of it. O ye pretty tri- 
flers, ] intreat you not to do the devil’s work any longer! 
‘Whatever ye do yourfelves, do not harden the hearts of 
others. And you that are of a better mind, avoid thefé 
tempters with all poffible care. And if you comé where 
any of them are, either heg them to be filent on the head, 
or quit the room. 

18. Sixthly, The putting on of coitly apparel is direCtly 
oppofite to what the Apoitle terms the hidden man of the 

heart, 





& SERMON ON If PET. ili. 3, 4. 6; 


deart, that is, to the whole image of GOD, wherein we were 
treated, and which is ftampt anew upon the heart of every 
chriftian believer: oppofite to the mind which was in Chriff 
Fefus, and the whole nature of inward holinefs. All the 
time you are ftudying this outward adorning, the whole in- 
ward work of the Spirit ftands ftill: or rather goes back, 
though by very gentle, and almoft imperceptible degrees. 
Inftgad of growing more heavenly-minded, you are more 
and more earthly-minded. If you once had fellowthip 
with ‘the Father and the Son, it now gradually declines : 
and you infenfibly fink deeper and deeper into the fpirit of 
thé world; into foolifh and hurtful defires, and groveling 
appetites. All thefe evils, and a thoufand more, fpring 
from that one root, indulging yourfelf in coftly apparel. 

19. Why then does not every one that either loves or 
fears GOD, fice from it as from the face of a ferpent? 
Why are you ftill fo conformable to the irrational, finful 
cuftoms of a frantic world? Why do you ftill defpife the 
exprefs commandment of GOD, uttered in thg plaineft 
terms? You fee the light: why do not you follow the 
light of your own mind? Your confcience tells you the 
truth: why do you not obey the dictates of your own con- 
fcience? 

20. You anfwer, “* Why, univerfal cuftom is againft 
me; and I know not how to ftem the mighty torrent.” 
Not only the profane, but the religious world, run violent 
ly the other way. Look into, I do not fay, the theatres, 
but the churches, nay, and the meetings of every denomi- 
nation; (except a few old-fafhioned Quakers, or the peo- 
ple called Moravians ) look into the congregations in Lon- 
don or elfewhere, of thofe that are ftiled go/pel miniffers : 
look into Northampton chapel; yea, into the tabernacle, or 
the chapel in Tottenham Court-Road: nay, look into the 
chapel in Wef-/reet, or that in the City-Road : look at the 
very people that fit under the pulpit, or by the fide of it: 
and are not thofe that can afford it (I can hardly refrain 
from doing them the honour of naming their names) as 
richly, as fafhionably adorned, as thofe of the fame rank 
in other places? 

VoL. Il. i 21. This 
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21. This is a melancholy truth. I am afhamed of it: 
but I know not how to help it. I call heaven and earth 
to witnefs this day, that it is not my fault. The trumpet 
has not given an uncertain found, for near fifty years laft 
paft. O GOD! thou knoweft I have borne a clear and a 
faithful teftimony. In print, in preaching, in meeting the 
fociety, 1 have not fhunned to declare the whole counfel 
of GOD. I am therefore clear of the blood of thofe_ that 
will not hear. It lies upon their own head. 

22. I warn you once more, in the name, and in the 
prefence, of GOD, that the number of thofe that rebel 
againft GOD is no excufe for their rebellion. He hath 
exprefsly told us, Thou /halt not follow the multitude to do 
evil. It was faid of a great, good man, he 


&¢ Fear’d not, had heaven decreed it, to have ftood 
Adverfe againft a world, and fingly good.” 


Who of you defire to fhare in that glorious character? To 
ftand adverfe againft a world? Jf millions condemn you, 
it will be enough, that you are acquitted by GOD and 
your own confcience. 

23. “ Nay, I think,” fay fome, * I-could bear the con- 
tempt or reproach of all the world befide. I regard none 
but my own relations, thofe efpecially that are of my own 
houfehold. My father, my mother, my brothers and 
fifters (and perhaps one that is nearer than they all) are 
teazing me continually.” This is a trial indeed, fuch as 
very few can judge of, but thofe that bear it. « J have 
not ftrength to bear it.” No, not of your own: certainly 
you have not. But there is firength laid up for you on one 
that is mighty! his grace is fufficient for you: and he now 
fees your cafe, and is juit ready to give it you. Meantime 
remember his awful deciaration, touching them that regard 
man more than GOD, He that loveth father or mother, 
brother or fifter, hufband or wife, more than me, is not wore 
thy of me, Matt. 10. 37. Luke 14. 26. 

24. Butare there not fome among you that did once re- 
nounce this conformity to the world, and drefs in every 
point 
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point neat and plain, fuitable to your profeflion? Why 
then did you not perfevere therein? Why did you turn 
back from the good way? Did you contract an acquaint- 
ance, perhaps a friendthip, with fome that were ftill fond 
of drefs? It is no wonder then that you was fooner or lae 
ter moved, 


s¢ To meafure back your fteps to earth again.” 


No lefs was to be expected, than that one fin would lead 
you on to another. It was one fin, to contract a friend- 
thip with any that knew not GOD: for know ye not, that 
friendpip with the world is enmity with GOD? And this 
led you back into another, into that conformity to the 
world, from which ye had clean efcaped. But what are 
youtodonow? Why, if you are wife, efcape for your 
life: no delay; look not behind you! Without lofs of 
time, renounce the caufe and the effect together. Now, 
to-day, before the heart is hardene« by the deceitfulnefs of 
fin, cut off at one ftroke that finful friendthip with the un- 
godly, and that finful conformity to the world! Deter- 
mine this day! Do not delay till to-morrow, left you de- 
lay for ever. For GOD?’s fake, for your own foul’s fake, 
fix your refolution now ! 

25. I conjure you all who have any regard for me, thew 
me before I go hence, that I have not laboured, even in 
this refpect in vain, for near half a century. Let me fee, 
before I die, a Methodift congregation, full as plain dreft 
as a Quaker congregation. Only be more confiftent with 
yourfelves. Let your drefs be ae as well as plain. “Other- 
wife you do but trifle with G and me, and your own 
fouls. I pray, let there be no coftly filks among you, how 
grave foever they may be. Let there be no Quaker-linen, 
proverbially fo called, for their exquifite finenefs: no Bruf- 
fels lace, no elephantine hats or bonnets, thofe fcandals 
of female modefty. Be all of a piece, dreft from head 
to foot, as perfons profeffing godline/t: profefling to do eve- 
ry — {mall and great, with the fingle view of pleafing 
GOD. 
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26. Let not any of you, who are rich in this world, ene 
deavour to excufe yourfelves from this, by talking nop- 
fenfe. It is ftark, ftaring nonfenfe to fay, “ O I can af- 
ford this or that.” If you have any regard to common 
fenfe, let that filly word never more come out of your 
mouth. No man living can afford to wafte any part of 
what GOD has committed to his truft. None can afford 
to throw any part of that food and raiment into the fea, 
which was lodged with him, on purpofe to feed the hun- 
gry and clothe the naked. And it is far worfe than fimple 
wafte, to fpend any part of it in gay or coftly apparel. 
For this is no lefs, than to turn wholefome food into dead- 
ly poifon. It is giving fo much money, to poifon both 
yourfelf and others, as far as your example fpreads, with 
pride, vanity, anger, luft, love of the world, and a thou-~ 
fand feoli/b and hurtful defies, which tend to pierce them 
through with many forrows. And is there no harm in all 
this? O GOD, arife, and maintain thy own caufe! Let 
not men or devils any longer put out our eyes, and lead us 
blindfold into the pit of deftruction. 

27. 1 befeech you, every man that is here prefent before 
GOD, : every woman, young or old, married or fingle, 
yea, every child that knows good from evil, take this to 
yourfelf. Each of you, for one, take the apoftle’s ad- 
vice: at leaft, hinder not others from taking it. I befeech 
you, O ye parents, do not hinder your children from fol~ 
lowing their own convictions: even though you might 
think they would ‘ck prettier, if they were adorned with 
fuch gewgaws as other children wear. I befeech you, O 
ye hufbands, do not no your wives: you, O ye 
wives, do not hinder youY hufbands, either by word or 
deed, from acting juft as they are perfuaded in their own 
minds. Above all, I conjure you, ye half Methodifts, you 
that trim between us and the world, you that frequently, 
perhaps conftantly, hear our preaching, but are in no far- 
ther connexion with us: yea, and ail you that were once in 
full connexion with us, but are not fo now: whatever ye do 
yourfelves, do not fay one word to hinder others from reco 
vering and practifing the advice which has been now given ! 

Yet 
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Yet a little while, and we thall not need thefe poor cover- 
ings: for this corruptible body fhall put on incorruption. 
Yet a few days hence, and this mortal body fhall put on 
immortality. In the meantime, Ict this be our only care, 
to put off the old man, our old nature, which is corrupt, 
which is altogether evil: and to put on the new man, which 
after GOD is created in righttoufnefs and true bolinss. In 
particular, put on, as the ehk@ of GOD, bowels of mercies, 
hindnefs, gentlenefi, long-fuffering. Yea, to fum up all in 
one word, put on Chrift, that when be hall appear, ye may 
appear with him in glory. 


North-Green, Dec. 30, 1786, 


nS Serer 








An EXTRACT 
Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journat, 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November rft, 1739. 
[Continued from page 36.] 


UNDAY, September 17. I began again to declare 
in my own country the glad tidings of falvation, 
preaching three umes, and afterwards expounding the holy 
{cripture to a large company in the Minories. On Monday 
I rejoiced to meet with our little fociety, which now con- 
fifted of thirty-two perfons, ‘[he next day I went to the 
condemned felons in Newgate, Wd offered them free falva- 
tion. In the evening I went to a fociety in Bear-Yard, and 
preached repentance and remiflion of fins. The next even- 
ing I {poke the truth in love at a fociety in Alderfyate-/lreet. 
Some contradicted at firft; but not long: fo that nothing 
but love appeared at our parting. 
Thurfday 21. 1 went toa fociety in Gutter-Lane; but I 
could not declare the mighty works of GOD there; as I 
did 
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did afterwards at the Savoy in all fimplicity. And the word 
did not return empty. 

Finding abundance of people greatly exafperated by grofs 
mifreprefentations of the words I had fpoken, I went to as 
many of them in private, as my time would permit. GOD 
gave me much love towards them all. Some were con- 
vinced they had been miftaken. And who knoweth but 
GOD will foon return to the reft, and leave a bleffing be- 
hind him? 

On Saturday 23. I was enabled to fpeak ftrong words 
both at Newgate and at Mr. £’s fociety: and the next day 
at St. Anne’s, and twice at St. Fohn’s, Clerkenwell; fo that I 
fear they will bear me there no longer. 

Tucfday 26. 1 declared the gofpel of peace to a fmall 
company at Windfor. ‘The next evening Mr. H. preached 
to the focieties at Bow; but not the truth as it is in Fefus. 
I was afraid left the lame fhould be turned out of the way: but 
GOD anfwered the thoughts of my heart, and took away 
my fear, in a manner I did not expect, even by the words 
of Thomas Sternhold. ‘They were thefe (fung immediately 
after the fermon.) 


Thy mercy is above all things, 
O GOD; it doth excel; 

In truft whereof, as in thy wings, 
The fons of men fhall dwell, 


Within thy houfe they fhall be fed 
With plenty at their will; 

Of all delights they fhall be fped, 
And take thereof. their ‘fill. 


Becaufe the well of life moft pure 
Doth ever flow from thee; 

And in thy light we are moft fure 
Eternal light to fee. 


From fuch as thee defire to know 
Let not thy grace depart; 
Thy righteoufnefs declare and fhow 
To men of upright heart. 
Saturday 
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Saturday 30. One who had been a zealous oppofer of 
this way, fent and defired to fpeak with me immediately. 
He had all the figns of fettled defpair, both in his counte- 
mance and behaviour. He faid, ** He had been enflaved 
to fin many years, efpecially to drunkennefs: that he had 
long ufed all the means of grace, had conftantly gone to 
church and facrament, had read the fcripture, and ufed 
much private prayer, and yet was nothing profited.” I de- 
fired we might join in prayer. After a fhort {pace he rofe 
and his countenance was no longer fad. He faid, “ Now 
Iknow, GOD loveth me, and has forgiven my fins. And 
fin fhall not have dominion over me; for Chrift hath fet 
me free.” And according to his faith it was unto him. 

Sunday, Ofober 1. I preached both morning and after 
noon at St. George’s in the Eaft. On the following days I 
endeavoured to explain the way of falvation, to many who 
had mifunderftood what had been preached concerning it. 

Friday 6. 1 preached at St. Anthelin’s once more. In the 
afternoon I went to the Rev. Mr. Bedford, to tell him be- 
tween me and him alone, of the injury he had done both 
to GOD and his brother, by preaching and printing that 
very weak fermon on Afurance, which was an IJgnoratio 
Elenchi from beginning to end; feeing the affurance we 
preach is of quite another kind from that he writes againft. 
We fpeak of, An aflurance of our prefent pardon; Not (as 
he does) of our final perfeverance. 

In the evening [ began expounding at a little fociety in 
Wapping. On Sunday 8, I preached at the Savoy chapel (I 
fuppofe the laft time) on the parable (or hiftory rather) of 
the Pharifee and publican praying in the temple. On Mon- 
day g, I fet out for Oxford. In walking I read the truly 
furprifing narrative, of the converfions lately wrought in 
and about the town of Northampton in New-England. Sure- 
ly this ts the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes! 

An extract from this I wrote to a friend, concerning the 
ftate of thofe who are weuk in faith, His anfwer, which 
I received on Saturday 14, threw me into great perplexity, 
till after crying to GOD, I took up a bible, which opened 
on thefe words; nd Jabez called cn the GOD of Irael, 

faying, 
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faying, Ob, that thou woulde/t ble[s me indeed, and enlarge my 
coaft! And that thine hand might be with me, and that thou 
wouldef? keep me from evil that it may not grieve me! And 
GOD granted him that which he requefted. 

‘This however, with a fentence in the evening leffon, put 
me upon confidering my own ftate more deeply. And 
what then occurred to me was as follows: 

« Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith.” Now 
the fureft teft whereby we can examine ourfelves, Whether 
we be indeed in the faith, is that given by St. Pau/, If any 
man be in Chrift, he is a new creature. Old things are paft 
away. Behold all things are become new. 

Firft, His judgments are new: his judgment of himfelf, 
of happinefs, of holinefs. 

He judges himfelf to be altogether fallen fhort of the 
glorious image of GOD. To have no good thing abiding 
in him by nature; but all that is corrupt and abominable: 
in a word, to be wholly earthly, fenfual, and devilifh: a 
motley mixture of beaft and devil. 

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of my- 
felf. Therefore I am, in this refpeét, a new creature. 

Again, His judgment concerning happinefs is new. He 
would 2s foon expeét to dig it out of the earth, as to find 
it in riches, honour, pleafure (fo called) or indeed m the 
enjoyment of any creature. He knows there can be no haps 
pinefs on earth, but in the enjcyment of GOD, and in 
the foretafte of thofe rivers of pleafure which flow at bis 
right-hand for evermore. 

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of hap- 
pinefs. Therefore 1 am, in this refpeét, a new creature. 

Yet again, His judgment concerning holinefs is new. 
He no longer judges it to be an outward thing. To con- 
fift either in doing uo harm, in doing good, or in ufing the 
ordinances of GOD. He fees it is, The life of GOD in 
the foul; the image of GOD frefh ftamped on the heart. 
An entire renewal of the mind in every temper and thought, 
after the likenefs of him that created it. 

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of hoe 
linefs. ‘Thercfore I am, in this refpe€t, a new creature. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, His defigns are new. It is the defign of his 
life, Not to heap up treafures upon earth, not to gain the 
praife of men, not to indulge the defires of the flefh, the 
defire of the eye, or the pride of life; but to regain the 
image of GOD; to have the life of GOD again planted 
in his foul; and to be renewed after his likenefs, in righte- 
ouineis and all true holinefs. 

This, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, is the defign of 
my life. ‘Therefore I am, in this refpeét, a new creature. 

Thirdly, His defires are new, and indeed the whole train 
of his paflions and inclinations. They are no longer fixt 
on earthly things. They are now fet on the things of hea- 
ven. His love and joy and hope, his forrow and fear, have 
all refpect to things above. They all point heavenward. 
Where his treafure is, there is his heart alfo. 

I dare not fay I am a new creature in this refpet. For 
other defires often arife in my heart. But they do not reign. 
I put them all under my feet through Chrift which ftrength- 
eneth me. Therefore believe he is creating me ariew in this 
alfo, and that he has begun, tho’ not finifhed,, his work. 

Fourthly, His converfation is new. It is a/qways /eafoned 
with falt, and fit to minifter grace to the hearers. 

So is mine, by the grace of GOD in Chriit. Therefore, 
in this refpeét, I am a new creature. 

Fifthly, His actions are new. The tenor of his life 
fingly points at the glory of GOD. All his fubftance and 
time are devoted thereto. Whether he eats or drinks, or 
whatever he does, it either fprings from, or leads to, the 
love of GOD and man. 

Such, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, is the tenor of 
my life. Therefore, in this refpect, I am a new creature. 

But St. Paw/ tells us elfewhere, That the fruit of the Spi- 
rit is love, peace, joy, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, meekne/s, tem- 
perance. Now altho’, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I 
find a meafure of fome of thefe in myfelf, viz. of peace, 
long-fuffering, gentlenefs, meeknefs, temperance: yet others 
I find not. I cannot find in myfelf the love of GOD or of 
Chrift. Hence my deadnefs and wanderings in public prayer. 

Vou. I. K Hence 
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Hence it is that even in the holy communion, I have rarely 
any more than a cold attention. Hence when I hear of 
the higheft inftance of GOD’s love, my heart is ftill fenfe- 
lefs and unaffected. Yea, at this moment, I feel no more 
love to him, than to one I had never heard of. 

Again, I have not that joy in the Holy Ghoft: no fet- 
tled, lafting joy. Nor have I fuch a peace as excludes the 
poflibility either of fear or doubt. When holy men have 
told rae, “ I had no faith,” I have often doubted, whether 
Thad or no. And thofe doubts have made me very unea- 
fy, till I was relieved by prayer and the holy fcriptures. 

Yet upon the whole, although I have not yet that joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, nor that love of GOD thed abroad in 
my heart, nor the full affurance of faith, nor the (proper) 
witnefs of the Spirit with my fpirit that I am a child of 
GOD, much lefs am I, in the full and proper fenfe of 
the words, in Chriff a new creature: 1 neverthelefs truft 
that I have a meafure of faith, and am accepted in the be- 
loved: I truft, the hand-writing that was againft me is blote 
ved out, and that I am reconciled t2 GOD thro’ his Son.” 

Sunday 15. I preached twice at the Cafle, and after. 
wards expounded at three focieties. Wednefday evening I 
came to London again, and on Friday met a fociety (of fol- 
diers chiefly) at Wefminfler. On Sunday 22. I preached 
at Bloom/bury in the morning, and at Shadwell in the after- 
noon. Wednefday 25. 1 preached at Bajfing-/haw church: 
on Friday morning at St. Antholin’s; on Sunday at Iflington 
and at London-Wall. Strange doctrine to a polite audience ! 

In the evening, being troubled at what fome faid, of the 
kingdom of GO D within us, and doubtful of my own ftate, I 
called upon GOD, and received this anfwer from his word, 
He himfelf alfo waited for the kingdom of GOD. « But 
* fhould not I wait in filence and retirement?” was the 
thought that immediately flruck into my mind. I opened 
my teftament again on thofe words, Sef thou not, how 

faith wrought together with his works? and by works was 
faith made perfeé?. 
[Continued to Page 124.) 
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 


Tue Reverenp JOHN FLETCHER, 
[Continued from Page 47.) 


7. IN the evening I read the experiences of fome of 

GOD’s children, and found mine agreed with 
theirs. Hereby my faith was ftrengthened, and my hope 
¢onfiderably increafed: I intreated the Lord, to deal with 
his fervant according to his mercy, and take all the glory 
to himfelf. I prayed earneftly, and was perfuaded, I fhould 
have peace with GOD and dominion over fin: not doubt- 
ing but the full affurance alfo would be given in GOD’s 
good time. I continued calling on him for an increafe of 
faith (for ftill I had fome fear of being in a delufion.) And 
having continued my fupplication till near one in the morn- 
ing, I opened my bible on thofe words, “ Caf thy burden 
on the Lord, and he foall fuftain thee, He will not fuffer the 
righteous to be moved.” Filled with joy, I fell on my knees, 
to beg of GOD that I might always caft my¢urden upon 
him. My hope was now greatly increafed: and I thought 
I faw myfelf conqueror over fin, hell, and all manner of 
affliction. 

8. With this comfortable promife I fhut up my bible, 
being now perfectly fatisfied. As I fhut it, I caft my eyes 
on that word, Whatfoever ye fhall afk in my name I will do 
it. So having afked grace of GOD to ferve him till death, 
I went cheerfully to bed.” 

9. So far we have Mr. Filetcher’s own account under 
his own hand. From this time he Aad the witne/s in hime 
felf : he knew that he had redemption through the blood’ of 
Chrift, even the forgiwne/s of fins. But he ftill continued 
pleading with the Lord to take a fuller poffeffion of his 
heart: till one day, 23 he was in earneft prayer, lying prof- 
trate on his face before GOD, he faw, as it were, our 
blefled Lord, hanging and bleeding on the crofs. And at 
the fame time thofe words were fpoken with power to his 
heart : 


Seiad 
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 Seiz’d by the rage of finful men, 
I fee him bound, and bruis’d, and flain: 
"Tis done! the martyr dies! 
His life to ranfom ours is given : 
And Jo! the fierceft fire of heaven 
Confumes the facrifice. 


He fuffers both from men and God! 
He bears the univerfal load 
Of guilt and mifery ! 
He fuffers to reverfe our doom: 
And lo! my Lord is here become 
The bread of life to me.” 


to. I believe this was in January, 1756, in the fecond 
year after he removed to Tern. Now all his bonds were 
broken: he breathed a purer air, and was able to fay with 
confidence, The life J now live, I live by faith in the Son of 
GOD, who loved me, and gave himfelf forme. By means 
of this faith, fin was under his feet. Knowing in whom 
he had believed, he could continually triumph in the Lord, 
and praife the GOD of his falvation. 

11. From this time he walked cheerfully, as well as ya- 
liantly in the ways of GOD! He clofely followed his Ma- 
fter, denying himfelf, and taking up his crofs daily. And 
thinking he had not leifure in the day for the great work 
which he had in hand, he made it an invariable rule, to fit 
up two whole nights in a week. Thefe he dedicated to 
reading, meditation, and prayer, in order to enter more 
deeply into that communion with the Father and the Son, 
which was the delight of his foul. Mean time he lived 
entirely on vegetable food, and for fome time on bread 
with milk and water. None can doubt if thefe aufterities 


were well intenc But it feems they were not well judg- 


' ait P : 
ed. It is probable, they gave the firft wound to an excel- 
lent conftitution, and laid the foundation of many infirmi- 
ties, which nothing but death could cure. 


CHA P, 





THE REVEREND JOHN FLETCHER. 


CHAP. I. 
From his Converfion to his fettling at Miadely. 


1. ie wis not long after he had himfelf tafled the pow 

ers of the world to come, that he was preit in fpirit, 
to exhort others to feek after the fame bieiling. And he 
was the more ftrongly excited to this, by feemg the world 
all around him /jing in wickednefs. Being deeply fentible 
of the goodnefs of GOD on the one hand, and the mi- 
fery of mankind on the other, he found an carneit long- 
ing 


* To pluck poor brands out of the fire, 
‘To {natch them from the verge of hell.” 


This he began to do a confiderable time before he was 
admitted into holy orders. And even his firlt labours of 
love were far from being in vain. For though he was by 
no means perfect in the Englifh tongue, particflarly with 
regard to the pronunciation ot it; yet the carnefinets with 
which he fpoke (feldom to be found in Engl) preachers) 
and the unfpeakably tender affection to poor, undene fin- 
ners, which breathed in every word and getture, drew 
multitudes of people to hear him: and by the blefling of 
GOD, his word made fo deep an impreflion on their 
hearts, that very few went empty away. 

2. From this time, till he undertook the dire care of 
fouls, he ufed to be in London, during the fitting of the 
parhament, and the re(t of the year at Tern-Hall (as it 
was then called) inftructing the young gt ntiemen. Lvery 
Sunday he attended the parith church at Aisem. Bat 
when the fervice was ended, inftead of ¢ home in the 
coach which was always ready, he ufu on tary 
walk by the Severn fide, and ipent fome t . 
on and prayer. A pious domettic of Mr. 
frequently obferved h nm, one Sunday 


with him, which he conftantly did 
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account which he (Mr. Vaughan, full living in London ) 
gives of Mr. Fletcher, is as follows. It was our ordina- 
ry cuftom when the church fervice was over, to retire into 
the moft lonely fields or meadows; where we frequently 
either kneeled down, or proftrated ourfelves upon the 
ground. At thofe happy feafons I was a witnefs of fuch 
pleadings and wreftlings with GOD, fuch exercifes of faith 
and love, as I have not known in any one ever fince. The 
confolations which we then received from GOD, induced 
us to appoint two or three nights in a week, when we du- 
ty met, after his pupils were afleep. We met alfo con- 
ftantly on Sunday, between four and five in the morning. 
Sometimes I ftepped into his ftudy on other days. I rare- 
ly faw any book before him, befides the Bible and the Chri- 
Jfian Pattern. And he was feldom in any other company, 
unlefs when neceflary bufinefs required, befides that of the 
unworthy writer of this paper. 

3- “ When he was in the country, he ufed to vifit an 
officer of excife, at Atcham, to be inftructed in finging. 
On my defiring him to give me fome account of what he 
recollected concerning Mr. Fletcher, he anfwered thus: 
«“ As to that man of GOD, Mr. Fietcher, it is but little 
that I remember of him; it being above nine and twenty 
years fince the laft time I faw him. But this I well re- 
member, his converfation with me was always fweet and fa-~ 
youry. He was too wife to fuffer any of his precious mo- 
ments to be trifled away. When there was company to 
dine at Mr. Hill’s, he frequently retired into the garden, 
and contentedly dined on a piece of bread, and a few 
bunches of currants. Indeed, in his whole manner of 
living, he was a pattern of abftemioufnefs. Mean time, 
how great was his fweetnefs of temper and heavenly-mind- 
ednefs' I never faw it equalled in any one. How often, 
when I parted with him at Tern-Hall, have his eyes and 
hands been lifted up to heaven, to implore a blefing upon 
me, with fervour and devoutnefs unequalled by any I ever 
faw! I firmly believe he has not left in this land, or per- 
haps in any other, one luminary like himfelf. I conelude, 
withing this light may be fo held up, that many may fee 
the 
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the glory thereof, and be transformed into its likenefs 
May you and I, and all that love the Lord Jefus Chrift, be 
partakers of that holinefs, which was fo confpicuous in 
him !” 

4. © Our interviews for finging and converfation” (con- 
tinues Mr. Vaughan, who was often prefent on thefe occa 
fions) ** were feldom concluded without prayer. In which 
we were frequently joined by her that is now my wife 
(then a fervant in the family:) as likewife by a poor wi- 
dow in the village, who had alfo known the power of 
GOD unto falvation, and who died fome years fince, 
praifing GOD with her lateft breath. Thefe were the ons 
ly perfons in the country, whom he chofe for his familiar 
friends. But he fometimes walked over to Shrew/bury, to 
fee Mrs. Glynne, or Mr. Appleton: (who likewife now refts 
from his labours, after having many years adorned the go- 
{fpel.) He alfo vifited any of the poor in the neighbour- 
hood, that were upon a fick-bed. And when no other 
perfon could be procured, performed even the meaneft of- 
fices for them.” 

5. It was in the year 1757, that he was ordained both 
deacon and prieft. He was ordained at Whitehall: and 
the fame day, being informed that I had no one to aflitt 
me at We/-/reet chapel, he came away as foon as ever the 
ordination was over, and aflifted me in the adminiftration 
of the Lord’s Supper. He was now doubly diligent in 
preaching, not only in the chapels at We/-/rreet and Spital- 
frelds, but wherever the Providence of GOD opened a 
door to proclaim the everlafting gofpel. This he frequent- 
ly did, not only in Engli/h, but likewife in French, his na- 
tive language: of which he was allowed by all competent 
judges to be a compleat matter. 

6. * The firft time,” fays Mr. Vaughan, * he preached 
in the country, was at Atcham church, on June 19, 1757. 
His text was, James iv. 4. (a very bold beginning!) 2% 
adulterers and adultereffes, know ye not, that the friendfbip 
of this world is enmity againf GOD? The congregation 
ftood amazed, and gazed upon him, as if he had been a 


montter, 
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monfter. But to me he appeared as a meflenger fent. from 
heaven.” 

7. It was not foon, that he was invited again to preach 
in Atcham church. But he was invited to preach in feveral 
other churches in the neighbourhood. He was firft invited 
to preach at Wroxeter, and afterwards, at the abbey chutch 
in Shrew/bury. But not being yet perfect in the Englifh 
tongue, he wrote down all the fermons he preached in 
churches. But I doubt whether he preached above fix 
times in the fix months while he flayed in the country. On 
my telling him, I wifhed he had more opportunities of 
preaching in this unenlightened part of the land, he an- 
{wered, “ ‘The will of GOD be done: I am in his hands. 
And if he does not call me to fo much public duty, I have 
the more time for ftudy, prayer, and praife.” 

8. In the year 1758, there were many French prifoners 
on their parole at Tunbridge. Being defired to preach to 
them in their own language, he readily complied. Many 
of them appeared to be deeply affected, and carneftly re- 
queited that he would preach to them every Lord’s-day. 
But fome advifed them, firft to prefent a petition to tlie 
bithop of London for leave. They did fo: and (who would 
believe it?) the good bifhop peremptofily rejected their pe- 
tition! If 1 had known this at the time, king George fhould 
have known it: and I believe he would have given the 
bifhop little thanks. An odd incident followed. .A few 
months after, the bifhop died of a cancer in his mouth. 
Perhaps fome may think, this was a juft retribution, for 
filencing fuch a prophet, on fuch an occafion! I am not 
afhamed to acknowledge, this is my own fentiment: and 
I do not think it any breach of charity to fuppofe that an 
aétion fo unworthy a chriftian bifhop, had its punifhment 
Gn this world. 

g. When he returned from London in the fame year, he 
was more frequently invited to preach, in feveral of the 
neighbouring churches. And before his quitting the coun- 
try, he gave me a few printed papers, entitled, « A 
Chriftimas-box for Journeymen and Apprentices.” I men- 

tion 
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tion it the rather, becaufe I fuppofe, this was the firft 
thing which he ever publiflied. 

10. It was in the beginning of June 1')59, that he re- 
turned the laft time from London to Tern-Hall. And be- 
ing now lefs frequently called to publie duty, he enjoyed 
his beloved retirement, giving himfclf up to ftudy, medita- 
tion, and prayer, and walking clofely with GOD. Indeed 
his whole life was now a life of prayer: and fo intenfely 
was his mind fixed upon GOD, that I have heard him fay, 
«‘ T would not move from my feat, without lifting up my 
heart to GOD.” Wherever we met, if we were alone, 
his firft falute was, “* DoT meet you praying’” And if 
we were talking on any point of divinity, when we were 
in the depth of our difcourfe, he would oftén break off 
abruptly, and afk, “* Where are our hearts now?” If ever 
the mifconduct of an abfent perfon was mentioned, his 
ufual reply was, ** Let us pray for him.” 

11. It was, as I remember, about the clofe of this fum- 
mer, that he’ was frequently defired, fometimes to affift, 
at other times to perform the whole fervicg for, Mr. 
Chambers, then vicar of Madeley. On thefe occafions it 
was, that he contracted fuch an affection for the people of 
Madeley, as nothing could hinder from increafing more 
and more to the day of his death. While he officiated at 
Madeley, as he ftill lived at the Hall, ten miles diftant from 
it, a groom was ordered to get a horfe ready for him, 
every Sunday morning. But fo great was his averfion for 
giving trouble to any one, that if the groom did not wake 
at the time, he feldom would fuffer him to be called; but 
prepared the horfe for himfelf. 

12. In the year 1760, the living of Madeley fell va- 
cant, and Mr. Fletcher was prefented to it, which he ac- 
cepted in preference to another, that was of double the 
value. He embraced it as his peculiar charge, the object 
of his moft tender affection. And he was now at leifure 
to attend it, being fully difcharged from his former em- 
ployment. For his pupils were removed to Cembridge. 
The elder of them died about the time of his coming of 
age. The younger firit reprefented the town of Salop (as 
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his father had done) and afterwards the county, till he took 
his feat in the houfe of peers, as baron Berwick, of At- 
cham-Houfe. ‘This is now the name that is given, to what 
was formerly called Tern-Hall. 


Ce Az. BV. 
Fram his fettling at Madeley, to his leaving Trevecka, 


1. E fettled at Madeley, according to his defire, in 

the year 1760. And from the beginning, he 
was a laborious workman in his Lord’s vineyard. At his 
firft fettling there, the hearts of feveral were unaccount- 
ably fet againft him: infomuch that he was conftrained to 
warn fome of thefe, that if they did not repent, GOD 
would fpeedily cut them off. And the truth of thofe pre- 
ditions was fhewn over and.over, by the fignal accom- 
plifhment of them. But no oppofition could hinder him 
from going on in his Mafter’s work, and fupprefling vice 
in every poflible manner. ‘Thofe finners, who endeavoured 
to hide themfelves from him, he purfued to every corner 
of his parifh; by all forts of means, public and private, 
early and late, in feafon and out of feafon, intreating and 
warning them to flee from the wrath to come. Some made 
it an excufe, for not attending the church-fervice on a 
Sunday morning, that they could not awake early enough 
to get their families ready. He provided for this ‘alfo. 
Taking a bell in his hand, he fet out every Sunday at 
five in the morning, and went round the moft diitant parts 
of the parifh, inviting all the inhabitants to the houfe of 
GOD. 

2. Yet notwithftanding all the pains he took, he faw, 
for fome time,. little fruit of his labour: infomuch that he 
was more than once in doubt, whether he had not miftaken 
his place: whether GOD had indeed called him, to con- 
fine himfelf to one town, or to labour more at large in his 
vineyard? He was not free from this doubt, when a mul- 
titude of people flocked together at a funeral. He feldom 

let 
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let .thefe awful opportunities flip without giving a folemn 
exhortation. At the clofe of the exhortation which was 
then given, one man was fo grievoufly offended, that he 
could not refrain from breaking out into fcurrilous, yea, 
menacing language. But notwithftanding all his ftruggling 
againft it, the word fattened upon his heart. At firft in- 
deed he roared like a lion; but he foon wept like a child. 
Not long after he came to Mr. Fletcher in the moft hum- 
ble manner, afking pardon for his outrageous behaviour, 
and begging an intereft in his prayers. ‘This was fuch a 
refrefhment as he ftood in need of: and it was but a fhort 
time, before this poor broken-hearted finner was filled with 
joy unfpeakable. He then {pared no pains in exhorting 
his fellow-finners, to flee from the wrath to come. 

3. It was not long after, when one Sunday evening, Mr, 
Fletcher, after performing the ufuai duty at Afadeley, was 
about to fet out for Mudeley wood, to preach and cate- 
chize as ufual. But juft them notice was brought (which 
fhould have been given before) that a child was to be bu- 
ried. His waiting till the child was brought, prgyented his 
going to the wood. And herein the providence of GOD 
appeared, For at this very time, many of the colliers, 
who neither feared GOD, nor regarded men, were baiting 
a bull, juft by the preaching-houfe. And having had plen- 
ty of drink, they had all agreed, as foon as he came, fo 
bait the parfon. Part of them were appointed to pull him 
off his horfe, and the reft, to fer the dogs upon him. One 
of thefe very men afterwards confefled, that he was with 
them when this agreement was made: and that afterwards, 
while they were in the molt horrid manner, curfing and 
fwearing at their difappointment, a large china punch- 
bow! which held above a gallon, without any apparent 
caufe (for it was not touched by any perfon or thing) fell 
all to fhivers. This fo alarmed him, that he forfook all 
his companions, and determined to fave his own foul. 

4. From the beginnins he did not confine his labours to 
his own parifh. For meny years he reg: 
places eight, ten, or fix a miles off: 


night, though he feldom got home 
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the morning. At a little fociety which he had gathered 
about fix miles from Madeley, he preached two or three 
times a week, beginning at five in the morning. As for 
vifiting the fick, this was a work for which he was always 
ready: if he heard the knocker in the coldeft winter night, 
his window was thrown epen in a moment. And when 
he underitood, cither that fome one was hurt in a pit, or 
that a neighbour was likely to dic; no confideration was 
ever had of the darknefs of the night, or the feverity of the 
weather; but this anfwer was always given, “ I will at- 
tend you immediately.” 

5- But in one refpect Mr. Fletcher has frequently been 
blamed; namely, for deferting a place where GOD had 
eminently owned him, I mean Trevecka in Wales. 1 be- 
lieve it is therefore my bounden duty, to clear up the whole 
aflair. And I cannot do this better than by tranfcribing 
the fubfiance of an account which I have received from Mr. 
Benfon, in an{wer to my enquirics. 

6, * My acquaintance with him,” fays he, “ commenced 
when I was at Aingswood, I think in the year 1768. As he 
now and then made a fhort excurfion from Madeley to Bath 
or Brifol, in one of thofe excurfions we invited him to give 
us a fermon at Kingswood. He was peculiarly aflifted while he 
was applying thofe encouraging words, Him that cometh un- 
to me, I will in no wife caft out. The people were exceed- 
ingly affected; indeed quite melted down. ‘The tears 
ftreamed fo fait from the eyes of the poor colliers, that 
their grizzly, black faces were wathed by them, and al- 
moft univerially ttreaked with white. And as to himfelf, 
his zealous foul had been carried out fo far beyond his 
ftrength, that when he concluded, he put off a fhirt which 
was as wet as if it had been dipped in water. But this 
was nothing ftrange: whenever he preached, it was gene- 
rally the cate. From this time I conceived 2 particular 
efteem for him, chiefly on account of his prety: and with- 
ed much for a greater intimacy with him; a blefling which 
I foon after obtained. 

[Continued at poge ww) {BF 
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The Journat of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifep of the 
Methodift-Epi/copal Church. 


From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 
[Continued from Vol. 1. Page 198.] 
To tHe READER. 


E are very fenfible of the probability of its being remarked, 

even by many candid and judicious perfons, That an ap- 
parent famene/i runs through this Journal. The objeélion, 
however, may receive in Jome degree a reply, pofpbly it may 
be removed altogether, by the following confiderations : 

I. This Fournal contains the fimple exercifes of the author's 
mind and life, in the way of a private diary; there having 
been ne intention for many years, of making it public: bis 
charge, as well as labours and travels having become, lately, 
more extenfive, be looks upon himfelf as more refponfible than 
before. e 

Il, Jt was written in much hafle. 

EU. Lo tranforibe and drefi it up with greater elegance, 
avould materially alter its original defign. 

lV. A brief hiftory of Methodi/m in America, mm ry be com- 
municated through this medium. 

V. Thofe for whom it is chiefly intended, are plain and _fm- 
ple people, who will lock for nothing elaborate or refined ; but for 


genuine experience and naked truth. 


FTER having preached in a large upper room, at 

Mr. Thompfon’s in Amboy, where many came to hear, 

and I was favoured with much power in my own foul; an 
innkeeper invited me to his houfe, and was kind cnough 


to defire that I would call on him when I came again. 


Friday 27. I fet off, on a roughegaited horfe, for Baw 

Z j , ‘a ee ’ 
lington; and after being much fhaken, breakfafted at Speg/- 
weed; fed my horfe again at Crofs-wicks, and then thought 


to puth on to Burl ts; UU Lic ds being bad, and 
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myfelf and horfe weary, I lodged with a Quaker, on whom 
I called to enquire the way. He not only invited me to 
tarry all night, but alfo treated me with great kindnefs. 

The next day I rode to town, very weary; and on the 
Lord’s day preached in the court-houfe, to many hearers. 

Monday 30. After riding to New-mills, in company with 
fome friends, in a waggon, preached in a Baptiit meeting- 
houfe, and was kindly received. 

Tuefday 31. Finding the people were divided among 
themfelves, I preached from thefe words, This is his com- 
mandment, that we fhould believe on the name of his Son Fefus 
Chrift, and love one another; and humbly hope, my labour 
was notin vain. The fame night we came to Burlington. 

April 2. I came to Philadelphia, and finding Brother 
Boardman and Brother Webb there, was much comforted. 
Brother Beardman’s plan was, that he fhould go to Bofor; 
Brother Pihmore to Virginia; Brother Wright to York; and 
that I fhould ftay three months in Philadelphia. With this 
I was well pleafed; and earneftly defire that my whole foul 
could be more devoted to GOD. 

Friday 4. We dined with Mr. Roberdeau, who cannot 
keep negroes, for confcience fake: and this was the topi¢* 
of our converfation. 





LAA ee Bean Re 


Saturday 5. ‘This morning my mind was compofed and 

ferene; fixed, I humbly hope, on GOD alone. My de 

"fire is, to be more conftantly devoted than ever: yea, to 
walk in holinefs before the Lord. 

April 7. In the evening, preached to a very large audi- 
ence in the church, after preaching in the day, to many 

“poor mortals in the hettering-houfe. 

April 8. Set out for Bohemia, to find Mr. Wright (who 
had been at his own diferetion) that he might wait on Mr 
Beardman, in order to go to York for five months. Stop- 
ping at Mrs. Withy’s in Chefler, to feed myfelf and my 
horfe, I enquired about preaching in that town, and found 
this to be the houfe where Mr. Boardman and’Mr. Pilmove 
put up; and that the people were pleafed with’ Methoditt 
preaching. After leaving word that I would cil to preach 
tere, on my return, fet off for Wilmington, expen; to 
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meet Mr. Wright there; but we accidentally met, juft as 
he was turning off to Mr. Tuffey’s, for lodging, about four 
miles from the town. He fteemed glad to fee me, and 
willing to be fubject to order. 

The next morning, Mr. Wright went on his way to Phi- 
ladelphia. Waving a defire to go and fee and hear how 
things went, I defired him to call and preach at Chefler 
and proceeded to the houfe of Mr. Sedham, a faft friend of 
the Methodifts; and then rode on to Newcaffle, and ftopt 
at the houfe of Brother Furnace, a tavern-keeper, but a 
good man. Preached there to a few people, but met with 
oppofition, and found the Methodifts had done no ‘great 
good. The court-houfe here is fhut againft us; but it is 
open for dances and balls: and Brother Furnace has loft 
his cuftom by receiving us. However, we were comforted 
together. 

April 10. Set out for Bohemia, where I found that fome 
mifchievous oppofers had thrown the people into confu- 
fion. 

I have had fome ferious thoughts of going to Baltimore ; 
but the diftance, which is go miles, feems too much at 
prefent. 

April 11. Found an inattention to ftudy, an unfettled 
frame of mind, much infenfibility of foul, and a backward. 
nefs to prayer. Lord! help me with an ative warmth to 
move; and with a vigorous foul to rife. 

- Vifited an old man who was fick, with whom I had 
fome converfation, though not much ; but came away with- 
out prayer; and was juftly blamed both by my friends 
and myfelf. I would have prayed with him, but two men 
came in, whofe countenances I did not like ; and therefore 
neglected my duty through the fear of man.. I have no- 
thing to plead, to palliate my omiflion.. It is true, that to 
introduce prayer among prayerlefs people, is not an eafy 
matter; yet this is no excufe for me. Lord! forgive both 
my fecret and open fins; my fins of omiffion and commif- 
fion. Help me to have refpeét to all thy commandments; 
and to be blamelefs before thee in all things. 


Lord’s 
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Lotd’s day 11. Preached to-day at my friend Herfey’s, 
as alfo the evening before. ‘The houfe was filled both be- 
foré and after dinner. ‘The Lord gave me great liberty 
and power; and I humbly believe, that fome of the great 
ones trembled under the word; at leaft one, who was lord 
of the manor. Oh, that it may not wear off! I preach- 
éd from thefe words, The wicked /hall be turned into bell, 
and all the nations that firget GOD. After deferibing the 
wicked, and fhewing wherein they forget GOD; I at- 
tempted to prove the torments to be real and eternal; from 
the real joys and duration of heaven. 

Monday 12. Vifited £. T2ompfon, and faw his father; 
who is an hundred years old, or more. He had lately loft 
his wife, who was younger than he; and in her he loft his 
nurfe and earthly comfort. The old man was in great trou- 
bles but had fome fenfe of divine things, and joitied me 
in prayer. 

Tuefday 13. Was advifed and invitéd to preach at Wil- 
mington; which I did, though there were but few to 
hear. : 

Wednefday 14. Rode to Chefer, and preached in the 
court-houfe. ‘The church-minifter and many Quakers were 
prefent ; but theeongregation appeared to be the wildeft 
I had feen in Ajierica. I felt much, myfelf; and believe, 
that manv others felt alfo: fo that 1 humbly hope the la- 
bour was not in vain. In the morning I vifited, and fpoke 
| with great freedom to, four men who were under fen- 
fentence of death. 

Thurfday 15. I rode, through a heavy rain, to Phila- 
delphia, and preached the next morning with fome free- 
dom. 

Tuefday 20. My mind is quiet and ferene. I am now 
free from company, which is very pleafing to me, having 
found that much company is both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous. 

Wednefday 21. Met the fociety, and found both life and 
liberty among the people. This night, Brother Williams 
came in'from Virginia. He gives a flaming account of 

the 
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the work there. Many of the people feem to be ripe for 
the gofpel, and ready to receive us. I humbly hope, be- 
fore long, about 7 preachers of us will fpread feven or 
eight hundred miles, and preach in as many places as we 
are able to attend. Lord! make us humble, watchful, and 
ufeful to the end of our lives. 

April 23. Brother Williams fet off for New-York. 

April 24. Preached at Philadelphia with freedom and 
power. ° 

April 25. Preached to many people with fome fharp- 
nefs. In the evening, I kept the door, met the fociety, 
and read Mr. We/fley’s epiftle to them. 

Tuefday 28. I intended to go out of town; but could 
not get a horfe. So ftayed for Brother Wright, and heard 
that many were offended at my fhutting them out of foci- 
ety-meeting, as they had been greatly indulged before. 
But this does not trouble me. While I ftay, the rules 
muft be attended to; and I cannot fuffer myfelf to be 
guided by half-hearted Methodifts. An elderly gentleman 
told me very gravely, that “ the opinion of the people 
was much changed, within a few days, about Methodifm : 
and that the Quakers and other diffenters had laxed their 
difcipline ; that none but the Roman Catholics kept it ‘up 
with ftrictnefs.” But thefe things do not move me. 

Wednefday 29. Set out. for Burlington, where I met 
with Brother Web) and Brother King. I found the people 
there very lively. ‘Two perfons have obtained juftification 
under Brother Webb; and a certain dr, T- t, aman of 
high life, was touched under Brother Boardman’s preaching 
laft night. I admire the kindnefs of my friends to fuch a 
poor worm as me. Oh! my GOD! remember them! 
remember me! 

Thurfday 30. Humbly hope, the word was bleft to 2 
large number of people, who attended while I preached at 
the court-houfe. 

Set out for Philadelphia; but about a mile from the ci- 
ty, found that the bridge could not be croffed on _horfe- 
back; fo I left my horfe, and walked to the ferry. Bro- 
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ther Wright took the horfe and went to Burlington, on his 
way to York. Was defired to attend the execution of the 
prifoners at Chefter. Sohn King went with me. We found 
them penitent; and two of the four obtained peace with 
GOD, and feemed very thankful. I preached, with great 
freedom, to a great number of people under the gaol wall. 
The fheriff was friendly, and very kind. ohn King preach- 
ed at the gallows to a vaft multitude; after which I 
prayed with them. The, executioner pretended to tie them 
all up, but only tied one, and let the reft fall. One of 
them was a young man about 15. We faw them all afters 
wards, and exhorted them to be careful. We returned to 
Philadelphia the fame night, and I gave an exhortation. 

Tuefday,; May 5. Set out for Burlington again, and 
preached with life to a free and-loving people. But how 
is my foul troubled that I am not more holy? Omy GOD! 
my foul groans and longs for this. 

May 6. My heart was much humbled; but the Lord en- 
abled me to preach with power in my foul. 

‘Thurfday 7. Vifited fome prifoners; one of them, who 
is to be tried for his life, feemed much affected. In the 
evening, preached with power and life; and feel my heart 
much united to this people. Next morning, fet off for 
Philadelphia; got in, time enough for interceflion; after 
which, vifited a fick friend, who refted her foul on GOD; 
and then preached in the evening. 

Sunday 10. Preached in the morning; attended two 
places of worfhip in the day; preached again at night; and 
had a comfortable time in meeting the fociety. 

Monday 11. Was much ftirred up, and found an increafe 
of life in vifiting the fociety; and then preached with com- 
fort and power in the evening. 

Tuefday 12. Set off for the Fer/eys. My mind enjoys 
{weet peace, and the love of GOD. It is my defire to be 
entirely devoted to GOD, who opens the hearts of the 


people to receive me, and my heart to deliver his counfel 
to them. 


[Continued at Page 141.} 
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An Extraé of a Letter from Philip Cox, Elder of the Me- 
thodift-Epifcopai Church in America (then Preacher ) to 
Bifbop Coke, dated, Suflex-county, Virginia, July 1787, 


Reverend and yery dear Sir, 


| HERE love is mutual, a correfpondence is defiras ~ 
ble, delightful, and fometimes profitable. I be- 
lieve it will contribute to your joy.to hear of the beft of 
caufes in America. My fincere prayer is, that GOD may 
grant you a long and profperous life, and crown your head 
with his choiceft bleflings both in time and eternity. In 
this letter I fhall endeavour to give you the trueft account 
I can, of the work of GOD in my circuit, fince the lait 
conference. 

About the 2oth of May I took my ftation in Sw/ex-cir- 
cuit, Virginia; and GOD foon gave me to fee the fruit of 
my weak endeavours, A few were convinced of fin, and 
one or two converted the firft time I went round my cir- 
cuit. The fecond time I heard that twenty fouls were con- 
verted in one day, at Maybrey’s chapel, under Brother 
Eafter’s preaching. A few days after this, I received a let- 
ter from Brother Grigg, my. helper, informing me that 
eight fouls were converted to GOD in one of his meet- 
ings, a few days before he wrote to me, I found a ftrug- 
gle with my wicked heart, for a moment, before I could 
confent to rejoice, becaufe it was not done by my inftrus 
mentality ; but the Lord foon delivered me from this tempt- 
ation. About four days after, I preached at Brother Haw- 
kins’s, and the power of GOD came down among the peo- 
ple, and many fell to the floor, and cried aloud to GOD 
for mercy, ‘The next day I preached at Brother Perkins’s ; 
many were then down, and two found the Lord. ‘the 
next day, at Brother Smith’s; near twenty were down on 
the floor, crying to GOD; and I believe four or five found 
peace. The next day being the Lord’s day, I preached at 
Brother Bonner’s at 10 o’clock; the congregation was large: 
I believe upwards of fifty were in loud cries for mercy, and 
ten or twelve found the pearl of great price. Many of the 

old 





92 LETTERS. 


profeflors were fo wrought on, that they had no ufe of their 
limbs. Brother Davis and his wife were fo affected, that 
I was conftrained this afternoon to go to my appointment 
in Peterfburg, and leave the friends of that place behind : 
but before the preaching began, Brother Davis with the 
others, came home. Under my laft prayer, an orphan 
girl, about twelve years old, cried aloud for mercy. As I 
was going to meet the clafs, I infifted that fhe fhould be 
brought into the clafs-room. Within a quarter of an hour, 
the power of GOD ftruck Brother Davis’s little daugh- 
ter (fhe is about nine years old) and in lefs than half an 
hour, I believe, GOD fet her and the orphan (both) at 
liberty. ‘They praifed GOD aloud, and we opened the 
door, and all that would, came in; and in a {hort time, 
ten or twelve more were down on the floor, crying for 
mercy: this alarmed the whole town, and many came to 
fee (as they faid) what the devil had to pay: Among’ the 
reft, two young ftorckeepers brought a monkey, and turn- 
ed it loofe among us. 

Tuefday, the 24th of July, I preached at Brother Gary’s, 
and fome few fouls, I believe, were converted. Thurfday, 
I attended Brunfwick quarter-mceting at Muybrey’s chapel: 
here was a great work indeed! Brother O’ Kelly preached, 
Brother Dramgoole, Brown, Eaffer, and myfelf exhorted : 
hundreds were in loud cries for mercy. The fecond day 
was much greater: it is thought, above a hundred whites 
found peace with GOD, befides as many negroes on that 
day. : 

Saturday the quarter-meeting for Sw/ex-circuit began at 
Brother Yones’s chapel; but before the preachers got there, 
the work broke out; fo that when we came to the chapel, 
above fixty were down on the floor, groaning in loud cries 
to GOD for mercy. Brother O'Kelly tried to preach, 
but could not be heard for the cries of the diftreffed. It is 
thought our audience confifted of no lefs than five thou- 
fand the firft day; and the fecond. d ay, of twice that num- 
ber. We preached to them in the open air, and in the 
chepel, and in the barn by Brother TFones’s houfe, at the 
fame time. Such a fight my eyes never faw before, and 
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never read of, either in Mr. //’efley’s journals, or any other 
writings concerning the Lord’s pouring out the Spirit, ex- 
cept the account in fcripture of the day of Pentecott. 
Never, I believe, was the like feen fince the apoftolic age: 
hundreds were at once down on the ground in bitter cries 
to GOD for mercy. Here were many of the firft quality. 
in the country, wallowing in the duft with their filks and 
broadcloths, powdered heads, rings, and ruffles, and fome 
of them fo convulied that they could neither {peak nor 
ftir: many flood by, periecuting, till the power of the 
Lord laid hold of them, and then they fell themfelves, and 
cried as loud as thofe they juft before perfecuted. We 
are not able to give a juft account how many were convert- 
sd, and as we had rather be under than over the juft num- 
ber, we believe that near two hundred whites and more 
than haif as many blacks, profefled to find him of whom 
foies and the prophets did write. 

Monday morning, Brother O'Kelly and myfelf rode to 
Brother Z rave/i’s, hoping to get fome fleep, as our four 
firit days’ meetings held till near midnight, each time: 
but when we got to bed, we could reft but little for the 
cries of the diftrefled, fome in the houfes where we lay, 
and fome in the plantations, and in the woods. Ona 
Tuefday, Brother O'Kelly preached at Brother Frederic 
Bonner’s, aud above fifty fouls profefled, that they then en- 
tered into the liberty of the children of GOD. Three 
daughters of one Fefe Lee, a Baptift preacher (uncle to 
Feffe Lee, our preacher) were down on the floor, crying 
to GOD to deliver them. Their brother came in, and 
got one of the daughters up to carry her out, {wearing 
that fhe fhould not expofe herfelf there: but before he got 
her out of the houfe, the Lord expofed him, ftriking him 
to the floor, and conftraining him to cry, “ Save, or I 
fink into hell.” He went the next day with us, to preach- 
ing, to a place calied the College: and this day we faw 
eight perfons delivered from the guilt of fin. ‘Thurfday, 
we preached at Lane’s chapel: nothing remarkable hap- 
pened here, only a woman was awakened, who found 
peace the next day. Friday, at Brother Thomas Lane’s: 
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four or five were converted here. The next afternoon, 
Brother O’ Kelly and I parted: he went to Brother Moor~ 
ings, in Surry-county, and on the Saturday and Sunday 
preached there, and above fixty fouls were converted at 
thofe two meetings. Saturday, I expected, having hurt one 
of my legs, to have refted; but was folicited by Brother 
Richard Pond, to preach a funeral fermon over the grave 
of a child about eight days old: I rode there, but a fever 
fell into my leg, fo that I could not ftand; but I fat 
down, and enforced an exhortation on thofe words, Except 
ye be converted, and become as little children, ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 1 had a hundred hearers, fifty 
of whom were old profeffors, and out of the other fifty, 
the Lord fpoke peace to thirty, before we broke up the 
meeting. The next day I rode to. Lane’s chapel, where 
Brother O’ Kelly and } were the Thurfday before-mentioned. 
Now the Lord was here of a truth. Some of the young 
children born at the funeral yefterday, and a few in diftrefs, 
that did not obtain deliverance then, had got here before 
me, and kindled fuch a flame, that I could not be heard 
in the houfe; fo I fat in a chair on a table in the wood, 
and exhorted from thofe words, The Son of man is come ta 
feck and to fave that which is loft. Above fixty fouls were 

fet at liberty this day in this place; blefled be GOD! 
From this time, whilft I was going twice round my cir- 
cuit, I think I did not preach three days following with- 
out having fouls in a {maller or greater number converted. 
"Fhe flame is ftill among us, though not fo rapid as it was 
fix months paft: yet the members of the fociety are as 
much alive as ever; but the power of GOD does not {trike 
the wicked fo frequently as it did, though, blefled be 
GOD, we have many awakenings, but the convinced do 
not get delivered fo foon as they did at the beginning of 
the revival. I believe fince the conference I have added to 
the fociety about feven hundred whites, and between three 
wad four hundred blacks. About fourteen hundred (whites 
and blacks) were converted; but a great many of the poor 
blacks are not allowed to join us by their lordly matters. 
Yet, I blefs GOD, the new-born we have in fociety, feem 
to 
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to ftand fiedfaft. I think I have not yet loft above ten or 
twelve whites, out of all that I have joined. 

I underftand from Brother Zafer, that they have added 
more in the Brunfwick-circuit than we have in Suféx: and 
this blefled flame fees to run through Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, and Georgia: and I do not doubt but 
it will {pread through the continent. 

Indeed I cannot help believing but this glorious work, 
which the Lord is carrying on in Virginia, will fpread to 
the utmoft bounds of the earth; and, I truft, the happy 
period will foon commence, when all the kingdoms of the 
earth will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and his 
Chrift. 

Iam, &c. 


PHILIP COX. 
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A LETTER 


From Mr. Jofeph Alleine to his Wife, concerning his Ac» 
ceptance of ‘Taunton. 


My dear heart, 


Y this time I hope thou haft received mine, touching 
Taunton. I find my heart much inclining that way. 

I will tell thee the principles upon which I go. 
Firft, I lay this for a foundation, That a man’s life con- 
fifts not in the abundance of the things that he poffeffeth. 


It was accounted a wife prayer that Agur put up to be fed 
with food convenient for him. And.certain it is, that where 
men have leaft of the world, they efteem it leaft, and live 
more by faith in GOD, cafting their care and burden up- 
on him, O the fweet breathing of David’s foul! The 
ftrong actings of his faith, when his condition was low and 
mean! How fully did he rely upon GOD. And cer- 
tainly could we that are unexperienced, but feel the thorns 
of thofe cares and troubles, that there are in gathering and 
keeping much, and the danger when riches increafe, of fet- 
ting our hearts upon them, we fhould prize the happinefs 
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of a middle condition. Doubtlefs, godlinefs with content- 
ment is great gain. Seckeff thou great things for thyfelf ? (faid 
the prophet to Baruch ) feek them not. Certainly a good con- 

{cience is a continual feaft, and enough for a happy life. 
Secondly, I take this for an undoubted truth, that a 
drachm of grace is better than a talent of wealth; and 
therefore fuch a place where we had little to do with the 
world to take off our thoughts from the things of eternity, 
and had the advantage of abundance of means, and the 
daily opportunities of warming our hearts with the blefled 
fociety of chriftians, is (if we pafs a true fpiritual judgment) 
without comparifon before another place, void of thofe fpi- 
ritual advantages. Let us think, what though our purfes 
may thrive better in a place of large maintenance; yet 
where are our fouls like to thrive any way anfwerable to 
what they are in this? We fhall have but little in the 
world, but what is this, if it be made up to us, in commu- 
nion with GOD and his people? If we thrive in faith and 
love, humility and heavenly-mindednefs, what matter is it, 
though we do not raife ourfelves in the world? Oh! Who 
would leave fo much grace, and fo much comfort in com- 
munien with Chrift and his faints, for the probabilities of 
living a little more handfomely? It is a ftrange thing to 
fee how chriftians generally judge. What is it worth a 
year? {fs the maintenance certain? What charges are there 
like to be? Thefe are the queftions we commonly afk firft, 
when we fpeak of fettling. But alas, though thofe things 
are to be confidered too, yet, what good am I like to do? 
What good am I like to get? Thefe fhould be the chief 
things we fhould judge by. What if we have but a lit- 
tle in the world? Why then we muft keep but a fhort 
table, and give the meaner entertainment to our friends. 
O but will not this be abundantly made up, if we have 
more outward and inward peace? Let others hug them- 
felves in their corn, and wine, .and oil, in their fat liv- 
ings, and their large tables, if we have more of the light 

of GOD’s countenance, who would change with them? 
Thirdly, ‘That the fureft way to haye'any outward mer- 
cy, is to be content to want it. When men’s defires are 
| over= 
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ever-eager after the world, they muft have thus much a 
year, and a houfe well futnifhed, and wife, and children, 
thus and thus qualified, GOD doth, ufually, break their 
wills by denying them, as one would crofs a froward child 
of his ftubborn humour: ‘or elfe puts a fting into them, 
that a man had been as well without them. ‘The beft way 
. to get riches, is out of doubt to fet them loweft in one’s 
defires. Solomon found it fo: he did not afk riches but wif- 
dom, but GOD was fo pleafed, that he threw in them in- 
to the bargain. Nothing fets GOD’s mercies farther off 
than the want of free fubmiflion to want them. Certainly, 
GOD will never be behind hand with us. Let our care 
be to build Ais houfe, and let him alone to build ours. 

Fourthly, That none ever was, or ever fhall be; a lofer 
by Jefus Chrift. Many have loft much for him, but ne- 
ver did, never fhall any lofe by.him. ‘Take this for a cer- 
tainty, whatfoever outward comforts we leave, or outward 
advantages, that we may glorify him in our fervices, and 
enjoy him in all his ordinances more than otherwife we 
could, we fhall receive an hundred fold in this life. It is 
a fad thing to fee how little Chrift is trufted; men will 
truft him no farther than they can fee him: Alas, hath 
he not a thoufand ways, both outward and inward, to 
make up a little outward advantage to us? Have any ven- 
tured themfelves upon him in his way, but he made good 
every promife to them?’ Let us therefore exercife our faith, 
and ftay ourfelves on the promife, and fee if ever we are 
afhamed of our hope. 

Fifthly, That what is wanting in the means, GOD will 
make up in the blefling. ‘This I take for a certain truth, 
while a man commits himfelf and his affairs to GOD, and 
is in any way that GOD put him into: and if a man have 
but a little income, if he have a great blefling, that will 
make it up. Alas, wé muft not account of mercies bysthe 
bulk. What if another have a pound to my ounce, if 
mine be-gold for his filver, I will never change with him. 
As it is mot bread that keeps men alive, but the word of 
blefling that. proceedeth-out of the mouth of GOD; fo it is 
not the largenefs of the means, but the blefling of the Lord 
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that maketh rich. Oh! if men did but believe this, they 
would not grafp fo much of the world as they do. Well, 
let others take their courfe, and we will take ours, to wait 
upon GOD by faith and prayer: let others toil to enlarge 
their income, we will pray GOD to enlarge our blefling, 
and I doubt not but we fhall prove the gainers. 

Sixthly, That every condition hath its fnares and trou- 
bles, and therefore we may not expect to be without them 
wherever we be; only that condition is moft eligible, that 
hath feweft and leaft. I cannot object any thing againft 
the propofal of Launton, but the meannefs of the mainte- 
nance. And let us confider how inconfiderable this incon- 
venience is, in comparifon of thofe we muft reckon upon 
meeting with, if God caft us into, another plag. Upon 
thefe confiderations, I find my heart much inclined to ac- 
cept of their offer at Taunton. I befeech thee to weigh 
the matter, and tell me thy thoughts, and which way thy 
{pirit inclines, for I have always refolved the place I fettled 
in fhould be to thy content. I have been fo large in deli- 


vering my judgment, that I muft thruft up my affections 
into a corner. Well, though they have but a corner in 
my letter, I am fure they have room enough in my heart : 
but I muft conclude ; the Lord keep thee, my dear, and 


cherifh thee for ever in his bofom. Farewel, mine own 
foul. 


Lam, «as ever, thine own Heart, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 
Oxon, May 27, 1659. 





An Uncommon Muroper. 


SHIP, named the Earl « of Sandwich, failed from 
London in At: gift, 1765, for Santa Cruz; where 
difcharging their cargo, they failed to Oratavo and took 
in a cargo of wine, a large quantity of Spanifh dollars, 
fome 
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fome ingots of gold, fome jewels and gold-duft. With 
this cargo they failed for London, and had then on board 
Fobn Cockeran, matter; Charles Pinchgnt, mate; ‘James 
Pinchent, mariner; Benjamin Gallifpy, Eibin-boy; captain 
Gla/s, his wife and daughter, with a boy belonging to them, 
were paflengers; and moreover, Petér M‘Kinlie, boat- 
{wain; George Gidley, cook; Richard St. Quinten, and 
Andrew Zekerman, mariners. 

The four laft entered into a combination to murder eve- 
ry body on board, and poflefs themfelves of the treafure. 
Accordingly, on the 30th of November, thefe four villains 
being ftationed on the night-watch, the mafter coming on 
the quarter-deck to fee every thing fafe, was feized by 
MM ‘Kinlie, and by Gidley knocked on the head with an iron 
bar, and throwm overboard. The captain’s groans being 
heard by the two Pinchents and captain G/afs, they came 
upon deck and were immediately attacked; the Pinchents 
were knocked down and thrown overboard, and captain 
Gla/s was killed with his own fword. ‘The noife brought 
Mrs. G/a/s and her child upon deck, when beholding the 
{cene, fhe implored their mercy; but Zekerman and M‘Kin- 
lie tofled them both into the fea, as they were locked in 
each other’s arms. 

Having thus difpatched all but the two boys, they alter- 
ed their courfe, being then in the Englifl: Channel, and 
fteered for the coaft of Ire/and; and on the 3d of Decen:- 
ber were about ten leagues from Waterford. Here they de- 
termined to hoift out a boat, and loading her with the trea- 
fure, to fink the fhip together with the boys. .'This fcheme 
they put into execution; one of the boys fwam after the 
boat, came up with her, and laying his hand upon the gun- 
wale, received a blow on the head from one of the rufh- 
ans, which obliged him to quit his hold, and he was drown- 
ed. Soon after the yeflel, having her, ballaft-port opened, 
filled with water and overfet, and they faw the other boy 
wathed overboard. 

They now thought themfelves fecure, 2s the dead could 
tell no tales; and none could fearch the bottom. of the fea 
for evidence. On landing, they buried the bulk of their 
wealth 
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wealth in the fand, amounting to two hundred and fifty 
bags of dollars. ‘The remainder with the jewels and in- 
gots of gold, they referved for prefent ufe. But their pro- 
digality made them remarkable wherever they went; and the 
fhip which they had configned to the bottom of the fea, float- 
ed 6n fhore near Waterford. ‘This occafioned much fpecu- 
lation, and fufpicion pointed at the rogues who were living 
with great jollity at Dub/in. Accordingly two gentlemén 
went from Ro/s (wheve the fhip floated on fhore) to Dus- 
lin; told their fufpicions to the magiftrates, and on the 
oth of December, Quinten and Zekerman were apprehend- 
ed; and being examined apart, each of them confefled the 
murders. They confeffed alfo, that fince their arrival in 
Dublin, Gidley and M*‘Kinley had fold dollars to a. gold- 
{mith to the amount of three hundred pounds. By means 
of this goldfmith, A/‘Kznlie was apprehended, and intelli- 
gence was got that Gidley had fet out in a poft-chaife on 
his way to Cork, in order to take fhip for England. Two 
perfons were difpatched, from Dublin to Rofs, to direét a 
fearch to be made for the buried treafure: and thefe, on 
their return to Dublin, fell in with, and, apprehended, 
Gidley. ‘Thus were the workers of thefe atrocious deeds 
all brought to juftice, although they had taken every pre- 
caution to fink and deftroy whatever could difclofe their 
guilt, 
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Poetry. 


a 
On WINTER. 


Wrote fome Time in Winter. 


HE fun far fouthward bends his annual way, 
T The bleak north-eaft wind lays the foreits bare, 
The fruit ungather’d quits the naked fpray, 

And dreary winter reigns o’er earth and air. 


No mark of vegetable life is feen, 
No bird to bird repeats his tuneful call; 

Save the dark leaves of fome rude ever-green, 
Save the lone red-breaft on the mofs-grown wall, 


Where are the fprightly fcenes by fpring fupply'd, 
The may-flow’r’d hedges fcenting every breeze; 
The white flocks fcattring o’er the mountain-fide, 
The woodlark warbling on the blooming trees? 


Where is gay fummer’s fportive infeét-train, 
That in green fields on painted pinions play’d? 

The herd at morn wide-patturing o’er the plain, 
Ox throng’d at noon-tide in the willow-fhade? 


Where is brown autumn’s evening, mild and ftill, 
What time the ripen’d corn frefh fragrance yields; 
What time the village peoples all the hill, 
And loud fhouts echo o’er the harveft-fields? 


To former fcenes our fancy thus returns, 
To former fcenes, that little pleas’d when here! 
Our winter chills us, and our fummer burns, 
Yet we diflike the changes of the year. 
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Who dreams of nature free from nature’s ftrife ? 
Who dreams of conftant happinefs below ? 

The hope-flufh’d ent’rer on the ftage of life ; 
The youth to knowledge unchaftis’d by woe. 


For me, long toil’d on many a weary road, 
Led by falfe hope in fearch of many a joy; 

I find on earth’s bleak clime no bleft abode, 
No place, no feafon, facred from annoy. 


For me, while winter rages round the plains, 
With his dark days, I’ll human life compare: 

Not thofe more fraught with clouds and winds and rains, 
Than this with pining pain and anxious care, 


O whence this wond’rous turn of mind, our fate! 
Whate’er the feafon or the place pofleft, 

We ever murmur at our prefent ftate; 
And yet the thought of parting breaks our reft. 


, Why elfe when heard in ev’ning’s folemn gloom, 
Does the fad knell, that founding o’er the plain 
Tolls fome poor lifelefs body to the tomb, 
‘Thus thrill my breaft with melancholy pain? 


The voice of reafon echoes in my ear, 

Thus thou ere long muft join thy kindred clay: 
No more this breaft the vital fpirit fhare, 

No more thefe eye-lids open on the day. 


O winter, round me fpread thy joylefs reign, 
Thy threat’ning fkies in dufky horrors dreft; 

Of thy dread rage no longer I'll complain, 
Nor afk an EDEN for a tranfient gueft. 


Enough has heav’n indulg’d of joy below, 
‘To tempt our tarriance in this lov’d retreat; 
Enough has heav’n ordain’d of ufeful woe, 
To make us languifh for a happier feat. 
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There is, who deems all climes, all feafons fair; 
There is, who knows no reftlefs paflion’s ftrife; 

Contentment, {miling at each idle care; 
Contentment, thankful for the gift of life. 


She finds in winter many a fcene to pleafe, 

The morning landfcape fring’d with froft-work gay, 
The fun at noon feen through the leaflefs trees, 

The clear, calm ether at the clofe of day. 


She bids for all, our grateful praife arife 
To him whofe mandate fpake the world to form; 
Gave fpring’s gay bloom, and fummer’s cheerful fkies, 
And autumn’s corn-clad field, and winter’s founding 
{torm. 


A LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN, 


AY thefe few lines with ardour wing their way, 
And all the free, ingenuous friend difplay, 

To a congenial foul fome hints impart, 

Caft off referve, and pour forth all my heart. 


Go, bid my friend an equal mind prepare, 
To meet a fate propitious or fevere. 
If to his view gay, flatt’ring profpects rife, 
Bid him not truft to changeful fummer-tkies ; 
And if the world with hideous afpect frown, 
And the f-ir crop of worlkily hope is gone, 
Bid him be ftrong, and all the Chriftian thow ; 
Nor fly the crofs, but clafp the friendly foe. 


Still independent, does my friend difdain 
To bend the knee to Mammon’s crowded fane, 
To ftatefmen cringe, and for preferment bow, 
With abject meannefs, infamouily low? 





¥oO4 FOETRY: 


Sure he difdaits to live upon their fmile;” 
And oil his honeft tongue with panegyric guile. 
Go, afk what heavenly labours fill his day; 

Too wife to dream his ufeful life awayd 
Confcious how fat time’s “headlong ‘torrent tuls, 
Does he improve his few remaining funs ? 

‘To waiting fouls proclaim the soufgl News, 

And all around the precious balm ditftufe : 

The joyful news of death and hell fubdu’d, 

And glory purchas’d by'a Savionts blood ? 

Art thou intent to make poor mortals rife 

From this low. fcene to fcale the ftarry thies ? 
Art thou_all life, and fill’d with burning zeal, 
To fave the finking foul from the dire pangs of hell? 
To you th’ importaat ofhec is-alfign’d, 

To pour inftruction on the fightlefs mind 5 

Let all thy ttength, let every nerve be ply’d, 

To fave the fouls fer which ite Saviour dy’d. 


Let downy. doctors, iia hie dell, 

Their fleepy flock, with. foothing. opiates lull ; 

On, Chrift-debafing themes perverfely dwell, 

And featy to,“ ears polite, to mention hell,” 

To gain the, world, let them their heav’n refigny , 
And fatten in, the court’s propitious thine ; 

This be or gue.concerp, high Heav’n to pleat, 


Carelefs of man’s vain cenfure or his praife.* 


* The above Tines were written to bifhop Coke by a’ minifler 
in the weft of Englend, about fourteen years ago. 





